The ways in which we represent animals say much about
who we are, who we strive to be, and our often conflict-
ing ideas about our relationships with nonhuman species.
Whether the animal is seen as someone with whom we can
relate and feel kinship or conceived of as the radical other,
popular cultural descriptions of animals are ofien — if not
always — indirect descriptions of ourselves.

The contributions to this volume offer a unique panorama
of academic and literary approaches, demonstrating that an
analysis of cultural representations and constructions of ani-
mals is indispensable for a better understanding of the inter-
face of human culture and the so-called animal world.
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