An important prereqguisite for successful conservation is a good
understanding of what we seek to conserve. Nowhers Is this maore
the case than in the fight to protect plant biodiversicy, which Is
threatened by human activity in many regions waorldwide, This book
is written in the belief that tools that enable more people o
understand biadiversity can not only aid protection efforts bur also
contribute to rural livelihoods, Amaong the most important ‘of

those tools is the field guide.

Plant Identification provides potential authors of field glldes with
practical advice about all aspects of praducing user-friendiy guides
which help to identfy plants for the purposes of conservation,
slstainable use, participatory monitoring or greater appreciation

of biodiversicy.

The book draws on both scientific and participatery processes,
supparted by the experience of contributors from across the
tropics. |t presents a core process for producing a field puide.
satling out ey steps, options and technigues available ta the
authors of 2 guide and, through illustration, helps authors choose

methods and media appropriate o their context.
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William Hawthorne Is a freelance tropical forest botanist and
ecologist, and a senior research assoclate in the Department of

Plant Sciences, Oxford University.
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