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Volume 14 | ENVIRONMENTAL ANTHROPOLOGY
AND ETHNOBIOLOGY

General Editor: Roy Ellen, FBA. Professor of Anthropology and Human Ecology, University of Kent at Canterbury

Intesest in environmental anthropology and sthnobiological knowledge has drown steadily in recent years, reflecting
national and intemational concern about the emaronment arud dwelu*ping rosearch prioities. ‘Emviranmental Anthrapology
and Ethnobiolagy’ is an international series hased at the University of Kent at Canterbury. It 15 a vehicle for publishing
up-to-date monographs and adited works on particular issues, themes, places o peoples which foous en the

interrelationship hetween sodety, culture and the environment.

ETHNOBOTANY IN THE NEW EUROPE

People, Health and Wild Plant Resources
Manuel Pardo-de-Santayana, Andrea Pieroni and Rajindra K. Puri {Eds]

The text itself is useful, entertaining nd informative. In additian, sach chapter is & model for madern
sthnobotanical studies. Rather than simply cataloguing plant use, each researcher analyzes the
historical. societal, economic of political aspects relevant 1o changes in human plant usage Thus, the
authors provide a frue ethnobatanical resource that can be instructive to-atademic audiences. Choice

The merit of the book s that it offers & glimpse in the cuiltural diversity of Furape as a feflection af its history
and shows some of the trends in both Tocal ecological knowtedge and ethinobotanical resgarch in the old
continent...t recommend this book to any st holar interested in daing ethnobotanical research in Europe
and to any student that wartts to carry ot athnobatanical research in Curope. Economic Botany

The study of European wild food plants and herbal medicines is an old discipline that has been
invigarated by a new generation of researchers pursuing ethnohotanical studies in new contexts. Thodern
botanical and medical science itself was built on tudies of Medieval Europeans’ use of food plants and
medicinal herbs, In spite of monumental changes introduced in e Aze of Discovery and Mer antile
Capitalism, some communities, aften immigrants in foreign lands continue to hold onto old recipes and
traditions, while others have adopted and sncultiirated exotic plants and remedies into their diets and
pharmacapeias in new and creative ways. Now in the 21st century, in the age of the Europedn Union and
globalization, European folk botany is once again dynamically responding Lo changing cultural, economic
and political centexts, The authors and studies presented in this volume reflect work being conducted
rross Eurbpe’s many regions. They tell the story of the ongoing evolution of human: plant relations in
ane of the most biocultirally dynamic places o the planet, and explore new approaches that link the
resevaluation of plant-based cultural hertaze with the conservation and use of biocuftural diversity.

Manuel Pardo-de-Santayana is Senior Lectures of batany and ethnobotany at the Universidad Autdnoma
de Madrid. He has been researching contemparary and historical uses of Spanish medicinal and wild food
plants, homegardens and folk hotanical taxonomies at the Royal Botanical carden of Madrid |CSIC} and
the School of Pharmacy (University of Londan) since 1995,

Andrea Pieroni is Associate Professor of food botany, ethnobotany and ethnobiology at the University of
Gastronomic Sciences in Pollenzo, Northern Italy. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the fournal of Ethnobiola
and Ethnomedicine. His research focuses an tand and medical ethnobotany in the Mediterranean and in
the Balkan areas, and among migrant communities and diasporas in Europe.

Rajindra K. Puri is Senjor Lecturer and Directar of the Centre for Biocultural Diversity, in the School
of Anthropology and Conservation at the University of Kent, UK. He convenes the M5c Ethnobotany
Programme at Kent, in conjunction with the Royal Botanic Cardens at Kew. He leads a consortium of
EU universities that focus on Biocultural Diversity Studies and has students conducting ethnobotanical
research on problems in conservation, development and climate change adaptation.
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