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“Y HRUBS AND VINES, often literally overshadowed by trees, receive much
less attention than their taller neighbors, and yet they are very important

J elements of the region’s natural landscape. A guide to these interesting and
useful plants, this book identifies all 150 shrubs and vines native to lowa, along
with frequently seen naturalized ones. Here you'll find the widely distributed
buttonbush, the distinctive pagoda dogwoods, sumacs with their striking fall foli-
age, the adapt:ible ninebark, the attractive grape honeysuckle, the many species
of Rubus and wild grapes that provide food for birds and animals, willows with
their graceful promise of spring, and the diverse viburnums.

Like trees, shrubs and vines are woody plants that are easy to observe year
round. The first part of this book will help you identify them. Illustrated keys take
you through the identification process one step at a time; these are followed by
images and descriptions of all but the rarest species. Noted naturalists Peter van
der Linden and Donald Farrar also provide information about each species’ distri-
bution, ecology, and uses. Summer and winter features are covered separately to
facilitate identification at these two very different times of year.

Towa and midwestern arborists, conservationists, horticulturists, landscape
architects, gardeners, and all those who appreciate the beauty and value of native
plants will find Shrubs and Vines of lowa immensely useful.

Peter J. van der Linden has worked in arboretums and botanical gardens in lowa,
Ilinois, and Michigan. A resident of Decorah, Iowa, he was executive director

of Towa Lakeside Lab from 2007 until his retirement in 2013. Donald R. Farrar
taught woody plant biology for forestry and wildlife majors at Iowa State Univer-
sity for thirty-six years. He is coauthor of Forest and Shade Trees of lowa, third
edition, with Peter J. van der Linden (Iowa, 2011). He lives in Ames, lowa.
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