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e junipers that fill these pages are not
the landscaping shrubs that color many
a suburban lot, What you'll find here are,
instead, the native junipers that grow across
millions of acres—one of the itonie plants of
the American West.

When Kristen Rogers-Iversen realized
thatJun:pc:'ﬂ had secared o p]uu: in her
conseiousress, she set about exploring the
stoTies; meanmgs. and rnu]tiple perspectives
that interweave through the history and
natural history of the tree. She discovered its
prominent place in ecosystems and human
lives over millenmia. Junipers have warmed,

sheltered, healed, and fed the humans who have

lived amonyg the trees, acquiring a supernataral
mystique expressed in myths and tales. The
juniper has played a key role in the American
West as part of a web that is intricately
connected with other plants and animals in the
pinyon-juniper woodlands, overlapping much
as the sealelike Ieaves of the Utah junipes do,

Learning about juniper is one way to explore
the wonders we live among; its shagey bark

anid pale blue berries are as much a part of the
landscape as jays or jackrabbits, sagebrush o
Apache plume, and Colorade Platean or Great
Basin vistas, Leatn about ghost beads and spiral
grain, packrat middens and wildfire, spirituality
atid folklore, charcoal and gin, as well as biotic
communities, tree life eyeles, wilderness,

and laned management policies. fnterminirn’s
exploration of junipers will enrich your
appreciation for the trees and your experience
ot the natural world.
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Thhashook'is ane of the best exanples Fhave
goenof {'umh:ining ecamplex seientific congepts
and himan history in'g way that makee the
reader dee bk Teel, as it weaves togerher
petsanal nacrative, homan snd culbaral
history explanatian of laws and ]'!nii.'.ir':a. anc
commentary Clnd cantell that the wuthior
knows what sheis talking about-and she is
telling w5 a fﬁa;?i:n:',ring story. T did not want fo

piat it o, i

“Busan Marsh, atthor of A Huneer for High
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“Hlere's an eainiple of Seammp winder'in the
commonplace, of uncovering fascinating
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