About the book

This present third edition of the book attempts to further
integrate information from various disciplines keeping in view
the developments of the first nine years of the twenty-first
century. The book blends information on classical fundamental
aspects with recent developments especially in the fields of
molecular systematics, cladistics and computer identification.
Special attention has been given to information on botanical
nomenclature, identification, molecular systematics and
phylogeny of angiosperms. The complicated concepts of
phylogeny, taxometrics and cladistics have been explained with
a view to provide a comparison between these diverse but
interactive fields of study. An attempt has been made to build
upon a common example when exploring different methods,
especially in procedures of identification, taxometrics and
cladistics, with several outputs of computer programs. A
discussion on major families of Pteridophytes, Gymnosperms
and Angiosperms, especially those of major phylogenetic
interest, constitutes a major portion of the present edition. The
book contains nearly 500 color photographs of vascular plants. A
CD-ROM with 772 high resolution color photographs is included
along with the book.

About the author

The author, Dr. Gurcharan Singh, is a practicing taxonomist
having worked extensively with the floristics and phytosociology
of N.W. Himalayas and the general nomenclatural problems. He
has nearly 40 years of experience in teaching taxonomy, ecology
and environment. He presently works at Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Khalsa College, University of Delhi, India. He has published about
40 research papers including some on new species and
nomenclatural changes. He has also authored nine books.
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