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Launched in June 2001 and involving more than 1,300 leading scientists from 95 nations, the Millennium
Ecosystem Assessment (MA) is a ground-breaking study of how humans have altered ecosystems, how
changes in ecosystem services affect human well-being, both now and in the future, and what options exist
to enhance human well-being while conserving ecosystems. Integrating findings at the local, regional, and
global scales and including insights from alternative intellectual traditions, the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment offers the first truly comprehensive picture of the health of the planet.

“Only by understanding the environment and how it works, can we make the necessary decisions to
protect it. Only by valuing all our precious natural and human resources, can we hope to build a
sustainable future. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment is an unprecedented contribution to our
global mission for development, Susmindhilil}? and peace.”

—Kafi Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations

Our Human Planet summarizes the findings of the four MA working groups and serves as a reference guide
to the four main volumes in the MA series. It presents the key findings of each of the working groups,
and meets the needs of policy makers, decision makers, and other professionals for a broad and coherent
overview of the assessment findings.

The summary also includes a summary of the framework used by the assessment, and will serve as a guide
for assessment, planning, and management for the future.
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