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“Are people different from animals? Or, if people are animals, are they
at least a higher form of animal? Is the chief difference between :
‘beast’ and ‘man’ something called ‘intelligence,’ which, in man, has
gradually replaced mere ‘instinct’? Mary Midgley, an English
philosopher with one foot in the Old Testament and the other in the
works of Konrad Lorenz, says no (though in elegantly qualified ways)
to all these questions. She also refutes, in this lively and accessible
essay, a host of what she believes are dangerously, sometimes willfully
simplified theories about man's nature —on the part of biologists,
psychologists and other social scientists, and some of the major
philosophers of the past two centuries.” — Atlantic Monthly

“This book is a stouthearted and stimulating effort to bring biclogy
and philosophy together. Scientists, too, must applaud any
philosophical treatise which starts from the material world (so rare
since Descartes) and works its way in toward the mind of man, rather
than attempting to impose that mind upon reality. Aristotle, too,
would be pleased.” — Perspectives in Biology and Medicine

“Midgley is one of the first philosophers to appreciate the potentially
profound implications of Darwinism for her field, and to use the com-
parative method to analyze human behavior. Her book is a pioneering
effort to open a dialogue with sociobiologists, rather than to defend
her field against them.” — Bioscience

“The range and depth of Beast and Man cannot be exaggerated, and its
intelligent, timely, humane commentary on the nature of human
nature has wide interdisciplinary appeal” — Queen’s Quarterly

“Mary Midgley is a rare philosopher who has learned enough evolu-
tionary biology to understand its deepest layer of meaning. In Beast
and Man she has met the biologists on their own ground, identified the
subjects in animal behavior of most significance to the social sciences
and humanities, and presented sharp challenges that will add to the
basis of the future dialogue.” —Edward O. Wilson
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