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“The thought of toppling Archaeopteryx from its lofty evolutionary perch is probably
enough to ruffle some scientific feathers. But The Rise of Birds, as the title promises,
delivers more than an interpretation of a single bird, however ancient. Most of the
book is devoted to a thoughtful analysis of bird evolution and anatomy aided by use-
ful drawings. Chatterjee forcefully argues a minority view that bird flight originated
from the ‘trees down.’ He also reminds us why we should be, as we are, fascinated by
birds and their origins.” —New York Times Book Review
“Eminent paleontologist Sankar Chatterjee provides a splendid overview of the cur-
rent paleontological orthodox, plying through the highly contentious waters of bird
and flight origin controversies with exemplary scholarship and much-needed civility.
In a field with strong beliefs, he skillfully illustrates the currently popular views and

shows where striking areas of uncertainty persist.”
—ALAN FEpuccia, University of North Carolina

“New finds and new technologies have caused a revolution in the science of avian
origins, and Chatterjee draws on these as he paints a detailed and engaging picture of -
the evolutionary tapestry of feathered dinosaurs and early birds.”

—LAwWRENCE M. WiTMmEeR, Ohio University

“A fascinating and well-illustrated review of the fossil record of birds that offers the
most updated and informative account of the remarkable recent discoveries of feath-
ered dinosaurs and early birds from China. Chatterjee’s book is a must-read for ver-
tebrate paleontologists, ornithologists, and anyone who wants to know how birds
evolved from dinosaurs.” —ZHONGHE ZHou, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology

and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences

“The Rise of Birds is a clearly presented, very complete, and enjoyable to read docu-
mentation of the evolution of birds. For all who have questions about the origin of
birds, of flight and diversity, this well-illustrated book holds the answers. It includes
new analyses of the birds and feathered dinosaurs discovered in China. After reading
this book I shall forever see birds with a new understanding.”

—DAvID DiLcHER, Indiana University
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