“The authors in this excellent handbook step back to question what we mean when we discuss the
perile fo *biodiversity’, and to consider the myriad ways that our valuas intermingle with bath the
term and the biclogical world it represents. By examining the interactions between bicdiversity's
episternalogy, ontology, and biology, they help us undarstand how and why we might steward the
nonhuman world around us,”

David Takacs, University of California Hastings, USA

Binlogical diversity — or *biodiversity” - is the degree of variation of life within an ecosystem. Itis a

relatively new topic of study but has grown enormously in recent years. Because of its interdisciplinary

nature, the very concept of biodiversity is the subject of debate amangst phnﬂsuphers hiclogists,
geographers and environmentalists.

The Routledige Handbook of Philosophy of Blodiversity is an outstanding reference source to the
key tapics and debates in this exciting sulject. Comprising twenty-three chapters by a team of
imternational contributors the Handbook is divided into six parts:

* Historical and sociological contexts: fucusmg on the emergence of the term and early
attermpts to measura biodiversity,

+ What is biodiversity? How should bicdiversity be defined? How can biodiversity include
entities at the edge of its boundaries, including micrebial diversity and genetically engineerad
organisms?

s Why protect biodiversity? What can traditional environmental ethics contribute to
hiodiversity? Topics covered include anthropocentrism, intrinsic value, and ethical controversies
surrounding the economics of biodiversity,

» Measurement and methodology: including decision: theory and congervation, the use of
indicators for biodiversity, and the changing use of genatics In biodiversity consarvation.

s Social contexts and global justice: including conservation and cammunity conflicts and
biodiversity and cultural values,

= Biodiversity and other environmental values: How does biodiversity relate to other values
like ecological restoration or ecological sustainability?

Essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy, environmental science and
emdronmental studies, and consarvation management, it will also be extremely useful to those
studying biodiversity in subjects such as biclogy and geography.

Justin Garson is an Associate Professor of Philosophy at Hunter College of the City University of
Mew York, USA,

Anya Plutynski is Associate Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Washington University in
St. Louls, USA. '

Sahotra Sarkar is Professor in the Departments of Integrative Biclogy and FPhilosophy at the
University of Texas at Austin, USA.
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