‘In this highly original contribution, leading anthropological scholars from
the University of Cambridge provide a new and ::urnpelh proach to the
history of anthrapological ideas.... Insightful, succing s0 consistently
challenging. expect that these essays will inspire students of anthropology
for years to come.’ '

Adam Reed, University of 5t Andrews, UK
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This book presents an averview of important currents of thought in social
and cultural anthropology, from the 19th century to the present. It introduces
readers to the origing, context and continuing relevance of a fascinating and
exciting kaleidoscope of ideas that have transformed the humanities and
social sciences, a“’i the way we understand ourselves and the societies we
live in today,

Eachchapter provides a thorough yet engaging introduction to 2 particular
theoretical school, style or conceptual issue. Together they build up to a
detailed and comprehensive critical introduction to the most salient areas of
the field. The introduction reflects on the substartive themes which tie the
chapters together and on what the very notions of ‘theory’ and 'theoretical
school’ bring to our understanding of a .1th|D|_rD.ﬂE§.-' s d discipline.

The book tracks a core lecture series given at Cambridge University and is
gssential reading for all undergraduate students undertaking a course on
anthropological theory or the history of anthropological thought. It will also
be useful more broadly for studsnts of social and cultural anthropology,
sociology, human geography and cognate disciplines in the social sciences
and humanities.

Matei Candea is a Lecturer in the Department of Social Anthropology at the
University of Cambridge, UK.
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