“This is a pioneering and outstanding book with its interdisciplinary style of presen-
tation, which aids the reader's understanding of morphometrics (shape analysis) and
explaing how to apply its tools. It does not hesitate to use a wide variety of subjects
to achieve its objectives: statistics, algebra and arithmetic. To make it a hands-on
text, it also provides S+ code of the tools described. The text is very user-friendly
as it is written in an informal and accessible styla. The book will be essential reading
for researchers and students in the area; it demonstrates exquisite scholarship and |
cannot recommend this text more highly.”
- Professor K.V. Mardia, Senior Research Profassor, University of Leeds

“This is a unique boolk; one that not only provides the basic formulae and con-
cepts for undertaking gquantitative data analyses, but also explains and illustrates
the origins of these concepts, the controversies they embody, their links to other
branches of science, and the personalities behind their creation. It's a marvellous
tour de force and one | suspect few others could have written with such verve and
authority. Required reading for anyone seeking to understand - and especially to.
teach — methods of linear data analysis generally and the analysis of morphological
data in particular.”
- Moerman MaclLeod, The Natural History Museum, Londen

“An important book though not for the impatient. Many topics require the reader
to remember {or digress to learn) other mathematical and statistical relationships.
Some of these digressions may not appear relevant at first but they will by the end
of the exposition and the path getting there is interesting and enlightening. Familiar
properties are described in ways that permit their generalization to much more com-
plex ideas that will challenge many readers.”

- F. James Rohlf, Stony Brook University

“This much-needed book provides an introduction to morphometric methods acces-
sible to the biologist. Beyond an exposition of the basic machinery of morpho-
metrics, Bookstein includes histary, context, and a re-examination of the bases for
morphometric analyses. & welcome contribution to the literatura, this velume will be
a mandatory and oft-referenced addition to both the novice and experienced mor-
phometrician’s library. After twenty years, | finally have a textbook for my courses
in moerphometrics. Qutstanding!”
— Dennis Slice, Florida State University

“Statistics is the comman language of the sciences, but few scientists speak it as
fluently as Fred Bookstein, His new book starts by introducing the basic vocabulary
of statistics - averages, correlation, regression - and continues to explain the foun-
dations of multivariate statistics and geometric morphometrics. Even though written
for advanced students, the historical, conceptual, and geometrical insights in this
book will surprise even experienced scientists and statisticians.”

- Philipp Mitterdcker, University of Vienna
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