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Viruses is a compelling examination of what many scientists consider to be the most

* enigmatic creatures in the world, addressing topics including the controversy as to

whether viruses are truly alive to the continuing quests to discover new treatments
and cures for viral diseases. As the cause of such diseases as AIDS and influenza,
viruses are often synonymous with sickness and even death, yet they have also been
beneficial to life by strengthening ecosystems and accelerating the rate at which
organisms evolve. The book includes a discussion of the origin and structure of
viruses, as well as insight into recent viral pandemics, such as SARS and swine flu.

The volume includes information on

m cell biology B smallpox

B DMNA and RNA viruses B stem cell therapy

B the first vaccine B viral infections, treatment of
B marine virology E viral taxonomy

The book contains more than 50 color photographs and line illustrations, a Resource
Center of supporting materials in cell biology and biotechnology, a glossary, a list of
print and Internet resources, and an index. The New Biology set is essential for middle
and high school students, teachers, and general readers who wish to understand the
latest information on this controversial area of scientific research.
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