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A Barn Owl (Tiyto alba) swoops from the air to capture a mouse running in total
darkness. Thanks to its asymmetrically positioned ears, the Barn Owl can locate
prey quickly and accurately at night. The owl needs only to tilt its head up or
down to equalize input to its two ears, pinpointing the location of the mouse.

It can locate mouse sounds to within 1 degree in both the vertical and the
horizontal planes. In comparison, humans can locate sounds about as well as a
Barn Owl in the horizontal plane but only one-third as well in the vertical plare.
(See page 194 for details.) This image is a compaosite of high-speed photographs.

“This text comfortably straddles the necessity of presenting basic up-to-date
information about birds with the intrigue and mystery of science in action.”

Douc Levey, University oF FLoriDa

“Gill knows the avian literature. It is clear that he has a wealth of information and
knowledge that he is presenting to the repder. The chapters cover the topics completely.”
FRED WassERMAN, Boston UNIVERSITY
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