& thoice Qutstanding Academic Title of the Year

Out early ancesters livedin small groups and worked actively to preserve
social equ;ﬂit}r, As they created larger societies, however, inequality rose, and by 2500
BCE truly egalibéxia.n societies were on the wane. Kent Flannery and Joyce Marcus
demonstrate that this development was not simply the result anopu‘taﬁDn increase,
food surplis, or the accumulation of valuables. Instead, inequality resulted from con-
scious manipulation of the unigque social logic that lies at the core of every human group.

"This is e work of profound imporlance. . [ yields insights
into a multitude of sociéties in the recentand prehistoric past ... Flannery and
' Marcus’s magnum opus . . . ['This] is a deeply impressive achievement.”

=Stevan Mithen, London Review of Books *

[riannery and Marcus =1 book represents a significant advance in our
uriderstanding of the evelution of complex societies”

=Reter Turchin, Times Literary Supploment £

LAt four ds Torcs by two of archaeology’s most provocative scholars.”

=i, L. Johnaon » Chaice

Kent flannery is James B Griffin Distinguished University Professor of An-
thropological Archaeology and Curater, Environmental Archaeclogy, Museum of
Anthrapology, at the University of Michigan.

Joyee Marcus is Robert L Cameiro Distinguished University Professor of Social
_Emlutiﬁn and Curater, Latin American Archaeology, Moseum of Anthropology, at
the University of Michigan.
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