Plants are so much part of our environment that we often

take them for granted, yet beautiful, fascinating and useful
plants are everywhere, from isolated moss colonies on
stone walls to vast complex communities within tropical
rainforests. How did this array of form and habitat come
about, and how do we humans interact with the plant
kingdom? This book provides a refreshing and stimulating
consideration of these questions and throws light in

a new way on the complexity, ecology, evolution and
development of plants and our relationship with them.
Coverage includes:

the origin of photosynthetic organisms

growth and differentiation

interaction with the environment

reproduction and dispersal

phylogeny

adaptation to habitat

plant uses
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history of botanical study.

lllustrated throughout with numerous line diagrams

and beautiful colour photographs, the book provides

a unigue source of information about the fascinating

lives that plants lead and the way in which our lives are
inextricably inked to theirs. It will be particularly useful to
those seeking a more ecological and process-orientated
approach than is available in other textbooks,

Cover illustrations: front cover, Water Lily, Nymphaea
pubescens (Nymphaeaceae), Thale Noi, Lake Songkla,
Thailand; back cover, Korean fir, Abies [{Grﬂ_apa {Pinaceae) at
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England, illustrations cmgrt?.*;y
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