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Descriptive Taxonomy

In an age when biodiversity is being lost at an
unprecedented rate, it is vital that floristic and
faunisticinformation is up-to-date, reliable

and easily accessible for the formulation of
effective conservation strategies. Electronic data
management and communication are transforming
descriptive taxonomy radically, enhancing both
the collection and dissemination of crucial data on
biodiversity.

This volume is written by scientists at the
forefront of current developments of Floras and
Faunas, along with specialists from applied user
groups. The chapters review novel methods of
research, development and dissemination, which
aim to maximise the relevance and impact of
data. Regional case studies are used to illustrate
the outputs and impacts of taxonomic research.
Integrated approaches are presented which have the
capacity to accelerate the production of Floras and
Faunas and to better serve the needs of a widening
audience.

Abstracts for each chapter are available for
download at www.cambridge.org/9780521761079.
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MARK F. WATSON is Head of the Major Floras research
programme at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
{RBGE), where he leads the Flora of Nepal team.

Heisa taxonomic botanist and expert in floristic
research in the Sino-Himalayan region, with over 23
vears’ experience at RBGEin Horistics, fieldwork and
biodiversityinformatics.

CHRIS H. C. LYAL is a researcher at the Natural
History Museum in London, with over 40 years'
experience ininsecttaxonomy, including feldwork
in many countries. He has worked on the digitisation
of taxonomic literature to address the ‘taxonomic
impediment’ ~ the shortage of taxonomists and
taxonomic teols that hinders work in other areas of

biodiversity research and management,

COLIN A. PENDRY is an Editor for the Flora of
Mepal at RBGE and has a background in ecology as
wellas in both floristic and monographic taxonomy.
He has extensive experience of feldwark in the UK,
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