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“Lichens abhor pollution, shun the freshly
paved, Think to a special place you love for its
wildness—the desert, a forest, a salty ocean
bluff—and it's likely you can picture its lichens.
Just as lichens lend the color and grace that
make a good place great, Steve Sharnoff's
worshipful lichen photos make this great book
unforgettable.”—Dan Gluesenkamp, Executive

Director, California Native Plant Society

"All Californians should be grateful for the
appearance of this fine guide, a welcome
introduction to the study of abundant but often
unnoticed orpanisms that play such critical
roles in the balance of nature."—Peter H. Raven,

President Emeritus, Missouri Botanical Garden

“Steve Sharnoff is ane of the top plant photog-
raphers of his generation; he combines artistry
with scientific rigor. Lichens are relatively poorly
known yet extremely important ecologically
and biologically. Sharnoff’s love for lichens and
knowledge about them shine in this beautiful
book."—Brent D. Mishler, Director, University
and Jepson Herbaria, University of California,
Berkeley

“The Sharnoffs’ superb lichen photographs,
informed by a keen understanding of the subject
matter, will open the door for the curious
observer onto the richly rewarding world of

the cryptogams.”—Diane Renshaw, editor,
Introduction to California Desert Wildflowers,

by Philip A. Munz
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