“It’s hard to convey the exciternent of what Tyler Volk has achieved in Quarks to
Culture. Here we have well-chosen words, in crystal-clear paragraphs, combining
to form compelling chapters, all of which add up to a convineing account of where
we humans fit in the grand scheme of things. Volk is, in short, a systems thinker.
Few writers could have written such a book as this.,”

LIAM HENEGHAN, DEPAUL UNIVERSITY

“There are many books that attempt to build grand theories of everything. Th

among the best. Volk has the breadth of intellect, the insatiable curiosiry, the sci-
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entific rigor, and the philosophical depth to wander so widely. He does so with
both creativity and wonder, yielding a provocative thesis—combogenesis—that is
boldly innovative and metaphorically evocative, while tempered by humility and

open-mindedness.”
MITCHELL THOMASHOW, AUTHOR OF

EGOLOGIGAL IDENTITY: BEGOMING A REFLECTIVE ENVIRONMENTALIST

“Science advances at so fast a rate nowadays thart few scholars can arrive at a big-
picture understanding of the universe. Not so for Volk, who takes us on a fascinat-
ing ride from quarks to culture, explaining how the cesmos levels up at each stage,
not by differentiation but by integration of existing things. A must-read for anyone
interested in metapatterns and major transitions.”

NATHALIE GONTIER, UNIVERSITY OF LISBON

“Volk has a marvelous tilent for synthesizing scientific knowlediee from a broad
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range of fields into a single all-encompassing vision, which he imparts with wit and
poetic grace. Quarks to Culture, which highlights deep, recurring patterns in the
structure of the cosmos, will help us see our wondrous world anew.”
{N HORGAN, DIRECTOR, GENTER FOR T.l".IF-'xE:F W
STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

“Volk has written a splendid book that will engage many across divides of knowl-
edge and worldviews. Comprehensive and thought-provoking, he offers a compel-

ling narrative of a vision forward for humans and nature.”
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