“With a writing style rich with mythological, literary, and entomological references. Jean-Marc
Drotin demonstrates how these tiny beings, champions of animal diversity and prosperity,
plaey alarge role in the natural balance.”

—Colette Bitsch, Paul Sabatier University

“With an erudition as vast as the world of insects, D¥ouiin explores the numberless ways in

which scholars and commentators have reflected on our interactions with these wonderful
and often bothersome animals.” :

—=Pietro Corsi, author of The Age of Lamarck: Evolutionary Theories

in France, 1790-1830

“A Philosophy of the Insect is a work of pro!{huﬂd inﬁigi‘-..t into humanity's efcounter with the
insect world, Ann!ynng ) I:;mrug hi-;.1.'_u:,- ot human fascination and repu|5iol‘| with creatures
remiote from us in size and structure, it invites us 1o reflect on the ethics of aur relations with
thie'wider animalworld and even our own status as social bemgs_"

~—~Robert Fax, Ul'li!..lrE.r.-u'f:.r of Oxlord

“As erudite 3s it is philosophically stimulating, Drouin's ncredible book takes us through the
world of insects. A Philosophy of the Insect is replete with innumerable surprises: imagining
giant fleas taking part in high jump tourmaments, analyzing the perfect geametry of bee cells#7
and studying the terrible wars of ants)”

—Thierry Hoguet, Université Paris Nanterre

"A Philasaphy of the Insect is an insightful laok at the meaning of insects in the life sciences,
literature, philosophy, and political thought. It carries forth, with an inviting style and in an
inpovative manner, the current decentering of the human with reference 1o other formis of life,
aften drastically different from us.” :

~Michael Marder, author of Energy Drmr.hs: OFf Actuality

JEAN-MARC DROUIN is a retired professor of philosopty and the history of science at the
National Museum of Natural History in Paris and a member of the Centra Alexandre Kayré.
His works include LEcologie ot son histaire (1993 ) and 'Herbier des philasophes (Z008).
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