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In the twenty-first century, ecologists have increasingly embraced phy-
logenetics, the study of evolutionary relationships among species,
resulting in the discovery of the Held's power to illuminate presenteco-
logical patterns and processes. Ecologists are now investigating whether  §
phylogenetic diversity is a better measure of ecosysten health than
more traditional metrics like species diversity, whether it can predict
the future structure and function of communities and écosystems, and
whether cunser\rﬂtlmllsts might prioritize tt when f{:rrmulatmg conser-
vation plans: :

In Phylogenetic Ecology, I‘iaathan . Swenson Sjl'nﬂ.‘tESIZEE tfns nasumt S
field’s major conceptual, methodologieal, and empirical deveinpment& :
to provide students and practicing ecologists with a foundational over-
view. Along the way, he hlghhghts those realms of phylogenetic ecology
that will likely increase in relevance--such as the burgeoning subfield :
ufphylugunumms—and shows how ecologists might lean on these nEW

- perspectives to inform thmr resc‘arch pmgrams ' ; o

] '-}nﬂwm ufphyfagrmm: mmpamnw: Fwiagpr r}mt m-‘wrmnwn; the most ﬁm- e
- damental questions rmsmi by pionecr -':rmfagms fruch as Darwin and Hutchin- : i
son) and puts them in a contemporary perspective. This is an ambitious and
inspiring book. Highly synthetic; It melds carvent thinking with histariml per-
spectives for Hluminating furure directions. T s remarka!:dy Weﬂ de:mz

Sergio Rasmann Institute of Em!ugv Umversrty uf I\Emhﬂtel

: “Ewem on clearly establishes that we showld move on ﬁ O sy phﬂﬂgen{&s 5 i
proxies for unmeasured eeological variables and instead use phylogenetio trees <0 550
as backbones from which we can hang our (phylogenetically informed) ecologi- S
cal analyses. In presenting a strons case - for why we 'quia' move in this divection,
this hook finds its niche, Well written and cogent.”
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