“A Cultural History of Heredity is an enormously interesting and
persuasive book that will speak not only to historians of science
but also to biclogists and general social and intellectual histori-
ans interested in the interface between the nitty-gritty of biology
and backdrop of social and cultural affairs ”

FREDERICK B, CHURCHILL, INDIANA UNIVERSITY

“In this original and insightful book Staffan Muller-Wille and
Hans-Jorg Rheinberger do not take the concept of heredity for
granted. Rather they offer an account of the rise ofthe spistemic
space in which heredity took shape as a biological concept and
moved to the forefront of biological research. Deeply informed
and covering much ground, the book is certain to provide rich
food for thought and stimulate further investigation.”

SORAYA DE CHADAREVIAN,
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

“Staffan Muller-Wille and Hans-Jérg Rheinberger masterfully de-
lineate the evolution of the concept of heredity since the late eigh-
teenth century, its transformation from the cultural metaphors of
gardens and families to the biclogical tools of genetic enginsering
and the genome. Breathtaking in scope, their book ranges across
multiple national boundaries and illuminates how ideas of heredn}r
were—and continue to he—shaped by forces of culture. law, medi-
cine, technology, and markets. In all, a compelling and original
synthesis of a vast body of primary sources and recent scholarship”

DANIEL J. K'EVLES? YALE UNIVERESITY
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