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This thoroughly revised and expanded second edition of Higrarchy reflects the assimila-
tion of hierarchy theory into ecological research, its successful application to the under-
standing of complex systems, and the many developments in thought since the first edi-
tion was published. Because hierarchies and levels are habitual parts of human thinking,
hierarchy theory has proven to be the most intuitive and tractable vehicle for addressing

‘complexity. By ailmﬁing researchers to look explicitly at only the entities and intercon-
nections that are relevant to a specific research question, hierarchically informed data

analysis has enabled a revolution in ecological understanding. With this new edition of
Higrarchy, that revolution continues.
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The original edition of Hierarchy was in its day a seminal work. That it has taken thirty
vears for a second edition isalmost a crime. During the intervening years, Hierarchy's con-
cepts have found application in a vast number of fields, and the lessons learned thereby
have gene on to affect the accepted wisdom in ecological studies. Considerations of hier-
archy are critical if one is to have an understanding of communication within any ecology
or system. Thus, a work that explores the hows and whys of the formation, maintenance,
and degradation of hierarchies is equ.ﬂty critical. This needed update will be invaluable.”
Michael Lissack, exccutive dirdctor of th

dand fétgence dnd president of thedy

tipare for thie Sthady of Coherence

ety for Cybernelies
LT B M R R Boo N R R

“Allen and Starr focus on the elementary, but often disregarded, fact that ecological sys-
terns cannot avoid considerations as hierarchies. This analysis is fascinating stuff and de-
serves the compliment of being read very slowly,”

Lawrenee BoStobodkin, Ouareerly Revienof Riofogy

“Given the scope and novelty of the subject, Allen and Starr have attempted an ambitions
task in drawing together many of the threads of thinking on hierarchies. They present this
in a very personal synthetic style with wit and zeal, incorporating jargon and concepts
from svstems science, statistics, and science fiction. ... This book should fill an important
role if it helps to stimulate a future systematic and rigorous treatment of hierarchies.”

: George Shigihdra, Narury

T. F. H. Allen is professor emeritus of botany and environmental studies at the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin—Madisen. He is coauthor, most recently, of Supply-Side .Susmmdb@y.-'_‘ =

Thomas B. Starr is adjunct associate professor of environmental sciences and r:ngmuu—*
ing at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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