“Far more than natural selection, sexual selection was distinctively Darwin's odm
theory, and it underpinned, albeit not without considerable controversy, much of
his wider evolutionary thinking. In meticulously reconstructing just how Darwin
formulated his controversial concept of the struggle for mates, Richards provides
perhaps the richest and most detailed account of the making of any scientific the-
ory. Ranging from Enlightenment physiognomy to Victorian high fashion, and
examining an unprecedented array of both Darwin’s own writings and his volu-
minous reading, Derwin and the Making of Sexual Selection is a tour de force of
rigorous historical scholarship.”

GOWAN DAWSON,
anthor of Show Me the Bone: Reconstructig Prelistoric Monsiers in

Nineteenth-Century Britain and America

“A towering achievement and a magnificent feast. All the leading Darwin themes
are here: race, empire, capital, sex, gender, marriage, family, breeding, class,
competition, mind, brain, heredity, embryology, ancestry, adaptation, progress,
fashion, aesthetics, morals, politics, and religion. All are related to one another
and to Darwin’s theory of sexual selection with cogent, comprehensive, contex-
tual interpretations; incisive, meticulous, textual explications; tireless, critical,
archival research; and judicious, sensitive, biographical scholarship. There is no
betier book on Darwin.”

JONATHAN HODGE,
auther of Darmin Studies: A Theorist and His Theories in Their Contexts

“Brilliantly written and deftly constructed, this epic work sets Darwin’s theoriz-
ing about sex, race, and reproduction in a long-term context extending from the
late Enlightenment to the end of the Victorian era. It provides an entirely fresh
account of the development of the theory of sexual selection, tra.l:iﬁg its origins
in issues ranging from birth control and radical politics to feminine fashion
and the marriage market. A landmark not only in Darwin studies, but also in our
understanding of the era in which science achieved unprecedented authority as
the arbiter of truth.”

JAMES A. SECORD,

author of Vistens of Science: Books and Readers at the Dawn of the Viciorian Age
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