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Global temperatures and seawater levels rise; the world'’s
smallest porpoise species looms at the edge of extinction;
and a tiny emerald beetle from Japan flourishes in North
Armerica—but why does it matter? Who cares? With this
concise, accessible, and up-to-date book, Charles J. Krebs
answers critics and enlightens students and environmental
advocates alike, revealing not why phenomena like these
deserve our attention, but why they demand it.

Highlighting key principles in ecalogy—from species
extinction to the sun's role in powering ecosystems—each
chapter introduces a general question, illustrates that
guestion with real-world examples, and links it to pressing
ecological issues in which humans play a central role, such as
the spread of invasive species, climate change, overfishing,
and biodiversity conservation. While other introductions to
ecology are rooted in complex theory, math, or practice and
relegate discussions of human environmental impacts and
their societal implications to sidebars and appendices, Why
Ecology Matters interweaves these important discussions
throughout. It is a book rooted in our contemporary world,
delving into ecological issues that are perennial, timeless, but
could not be more timely.

Charles J. Krebs is professor emeritus of zoology at the
University of British Columbia and thinker in residence in the
Institute for Applied Ecology at the University of Canberra.
He is the author of Population Fluctuations in Rodents, also
published by the University of Chicago Press.
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“Why Ecology Matters is
guite different from
traditional ecology texts,
Krebs does not attempt
to cover classic studies
or the authors of many
of our main theories,

To many ecologists, this
will be a blasphemous
approach to teaching
ecology, but engaging a
nonspecialist audience
necessitates focusing on
the major ideas and how
they affect people, rather
than on science per se,
Rather than trying to cover
all the core principles

and concepts in ecology,
Krebs covers twelve

main messages, explicitly
tying these messages to
human-caused changes
and impacts, as well as
potential society feedback.
Ini this way, he explores the
full gamut of ecology for a
range of readers.”

— Marc W. Cadotte,
coeditor of Invasive Species
in a Globalized World:
Ecological, Social, and Legal
Perspectives on Policy
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