SCIENCE

Ecologists can spend a lifetime researching a small patch of the earth,
studying the interactions between organisms and the environment, and
exploring the roles those interactions play in determining distribution
abundance, and evolutionary change. With so few ecologists and so
many svstems to study, !1r|1r|'.1||ar.|.1inn-; are essential, But how do vou ex
trapolate know ||,'1i.1.;1_' aboul a well-studied area and .IF1|1|'.' it elsewhere?

Thr ugh a range ol -:rl:;:lj'.ll essays written bv eminent ecologists and

naturalists, The Ecology of Place explores how place-focused research
j,.u_-l.,l,x expor table F;encr.l] }-;nuwl-:dgq as well as practical local knowledge.
and how society can facilitate ecological understanding by investing in
field sites, place-centered databases, interdisciplinary collaborations, and
ficld-oriented education programs that emphasize natural history. This
unigue collection of case-study narratives, philosophical musings, and
historical analyses is tied together with commentaries from editors [an
Billick and Mary V. Price that develop and synthesize common threads.
The result is a unique volume rich with all-too-rare insights into how
science is actually done, as told by scientists themselves

“The Ecology of Place is an important and novel contribution to the literamre
that will stimulate much discussion among both ecological theoreticians

and empiricists. Gordon H. Orians, University of Washington

“The Ecology of Place |'-r||1i.:s 1u}',rT|Jr| top names from the fields of eco gy
and evolutionary biol Wy to offer a novel collection that considers how
place-based research in 1'Lll|l1g1. contributes to basic scientific understand
ing. The range of essays, as well as their '.|l|.l|'!1‘_;. is noteworthy, and the
subjects they cover are timely and important. A celebration of heldwork
and its insights, this book draws worthy attention to what the rescarch
of ecologists can tell us about our world."

Paul R. Ehdich, President of the Center for Conservation Biology, Stanford

Uniwversity, and author of § Tumanity on a ]'F;.;h.l'n:“:;'

coNTRIBUTORS INCLUDE Kenneth B. Armitage, |James A. Estes, Peter
Feinsinger, B. Rosemary Grant, Peter R. Grant, Stephen P. Hubbell, Clive G
|ones, Sharon E. Kingsland, Charles |. Krebs, Svala Louda, Richard 5. Ostfeld
Robert T. Paine, Barbara L. Peckarsky, Catherine A. Pister, H. Ronald Pulliam
Philip W. Rundel, Donald M. Waller, Nickolas M. Waser, and |. Timothry

Wootton

lan Billick is executive director of the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory
in Crested Butte, Colorado. Mary V. Price is professor emerita of biology at
the University of California, Riverside
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