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“Animal Body Size presents macroecological patterns in body size distnbutions
for vertebrages and mvertebrates and evaluations of ecological and evolution-
ary processes that shape body size distributions of clades and communiries.
Contributors emphasize pattérns and processes at different raxonomic and
spatial scales. Recurrent themes include life history analysis, metabolic scaling,
allometry, ecogeographic and evolutionary trends in body size, ecological in-
teractions, and biogeography. The strengths of this book lie in its broad vision
of body size rescarch, the interrwined ecological and evolutionary perspec:
tives, and excellent bibliographies. The book will be useful as both a reference
and a stimulus to new avenues of research.”

“This diverse collection provides a fascinating glimpse nto a fundamental
property of animal communities: the distribution of body sizes. With a stimu-
lating integration of ecology and paleobiology that addresses the interplay of
structure, function, the environment, and evolutionary history. this compila-
tion is sure to appeal to a broad readership. By bringang to the forefront a suite
of unanswered questions, the contributors’ efforts will motivate exciting new
research into how communities are structured across space and through time.”

“Felisa A Smith, 5, Karhleen Lyons, and a cadre of
leaders and pioneers in their feld present a com-
prehensive yet imminently accessible synthesis
that successfully argues that size matters in more
ways than we could have possibly imagined.”

Felisa A. Smith is professor of biology at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico. S. Kathleen Lyons is a
research scientist in the Department of Paleobiol:
ogy at the National Museum of Natural History
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