Sociobiology
Population Studies
Human Evelution

NATURAL REGULATION OF ANIMAL
POPULATIONS
Ian A. McLaren, editor

Survevinnd s ares denseowilbieontliceing obseocationssard tdeassthis voloarmme
vividly depicis the currenl state ol knowledge as welb as Lhe preaCdiversiiv ol
apittion e Geld of popudation ceoldsy: Terbpapees Dy ontstanding aolboritics
Loeus an e e issues—he cllects ol covironement and popalation density
o population dyianics: the influcnce ol aniomal behayvior ons populadion
vrowtli il L possibilitics: ol penelic fcedback o shor - terms evolut ionaey
chiange o control of arinal populations; A incisive introduction by the edilon
calablizhes o frame of referencc and supplics suceiic U resolutions of some of
the impoitant controversies dealt it in these pages,

Clioosing from o vost literatare that has heen: polemilcal. often conlusing.
arwd ot limes nodmotiious) the ook offers several classic argumeils
clarily the tanetiomal stalisical sred evolutionany aspects of the relationship ol
popualation detsity Lo populiation growilh, MO ES Solomon lavs the grotnidwork
lor theensning el e by clissilving  the terms: and  relevant concepts ol
denainv-dependence” as they apply To populaticn dyrwimics  Other prabing
articles question whether the densityo ol animal popalations s actually
reoulaied v partioular mechanisms oDy randanicehariee,

Adide Troan The negal v el fodrs or resporises ol the enviratment ineluding
hazardows weal e i Tood  shorares s inereasing evidenee shows That a
definite: social or-behavioral: regulation mav i tesull Trom: thie dnteractiion: of
individuals or groups within the animal population: This coneep iEiored Dy
some ecalogists and considered cnversal by othors s di=casscd b several
ol the contribulars, Pechaps: the inmest noteworthy proponend: ol Lhe: et
“ocial resulaton s lor the s TpurposeT ol preventing overpopulation ancd
copgsequent desiriaction: ol resources: 5oV CoWenine-Edwardss His paper
ofntlines atheory that has stimulared wide cdiaeirssion and cansed reevalubtion
ol iy csbablishod vicars,
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