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Prefaced by a thoughtful careful}y annotated essay Water on Sand offers stunulatmg mmghts :

sf Mlddle Eastern enwronrnenta o

hlstory The book contalns both wide- ranglng thematlc essays and fcacused research reports on i i
envlronmental subjectb ranglng from North Afrlca and Furkey to the Arab World and Central e
Asia. It represents, asits title suggests, a renewed and 1mp0rtant cata}yst for envuonmental
studies in a region hmtoncally known for its two great river systems and fraglle ecology and : .

more ru:ently for popu.latlon pres'-ures on and pohtlcal conﬂu:ts over scarce resources”

—STEPHEN F. DALE, author of The Muslim Emptres of the Ottomans, Safav;ds and Mugha!s 4
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“One of the oldest cradles of human civilization, and now the site of fierce conflicts over land,
water, and oil, the Middle East and North Africa region have much to tell us about the long-

term relation between humans and nature. In these diverse, intelligent essays that relation

defines the region in a compelling new light and gives it a global significance”

—DoNALD WORSTER, University of Kansas and Renmin University of China
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rom Morocco to Iran and the Black Sea to the Red, Water on Sand rewrites the history

of the Middle East and North Africa from the Little Ice Age to the Cold War era. As

the first holistic environmental history of the region, it shows the intimate connections

between peoples and environments and how these relationships shaped political, economic,

and social history in startling and unforeseen ways. Neatly all political powers in the region

'based their rule on the management and control of natural resources, and nearly all individuals

were in constant communion with the natural world. To grasp how these multiple histories

were central to the pasts of the Middle East and North Africa, the chapters in this book
evidence the power of env;ronmental history to open up new avenues of scholarly mqmry

: Alan Mlkhaﬂ is Assistant Professor of History at Yale Unwersn'y He s the author of Nature and

Empire in Ottoman Egypt: An Environmental History, which won the Roger Owen Book Award from

; 'the_Middle E'ast _Studies Association and the Samuel and Ronnie Heyman Prize from Yale -University.
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