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an economically important group of plants and support major agronomic
and nerticultural industries, guite apart from their regional use in the cultures of many
Topicai countries as sources of food, fibre, and building materials. Although easily
recognized and limited by a lack of secondary growth, they range widely in size, life
form, and habitat. The Anatomy of Palms provides an extensive survey of the structure
and vegelative anatomy of members of the palm family (Arecaceae or Palmae} and uses
the most recent molecular phylogenetic information for the family as the basis for

erpreting the systematic and ecological significance of anatomical characters.

1The Tirst section (Palm Structure) starts with a description of the often original anatomical
technigues used, followed by the principles of palm development, a series of chapters
on the microscopic anatomy of all the main organs, and finally an analysis of how these
structures might have evolved, The second section {Systemat!c Anatomy) documents the
_ systematic anatomical variation found in the subfamilies, tribes, and subtiibes. The internal
.f -'sffs.sctﬁrse of all vegetative organs is reviewed, althaugh lamina anatomy is emphasized.
. Anai i stand[ng genera are descnbed In detaﬂ Art and sclence are thus

proac is eI nnuatwe synthes:s of the latest structurai
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