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bmrvzrrrﬂ'h and descriptive subject 1o one with a solid conceprual core. Indeed, iris a testament
ice that a grear deal of the novel material presented in the carlier editions has now been
standard undergraduare textbooks. It is now a quarter of a century since the

second edition, and a thorough revision is timely.
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teby bridging the rraditional division of theory and pracrice. [t describes the recent
our ﬁndersmnding of how imera:;[ing pupu]ations ulhplams and animals r:h iiﬂﬁ over time
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of these ideas o pracrical issues including hisheries, infectious diseases, tomorrow’s food supplies,
climate change. and conservarion biology. Throughour the book, emphasis is placed on questions
which as ver remain unanswered.

The editors have invited the top scientists in the field o collaborate with the nexr generarion of
theoretical ecologists. The result is an accessible, advanced textbook suitable for senior undergraduate
and graduate level students as well as researchers in the fields of ecology, mathemarical biology,
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environment and resources management. [t will also be of interest to the general reader seeking
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Robert May is Professor ﬂjr-x:m_ﬂugy' ar the Un versiey of Osiford and ||11p|;'ri'.|| (:::llt:g:' London. His work
om chaos, on how infectious discases can influence the numerical abundance or geographical distribution of
populations {including applications to humans and HIV/AIDS}, on estimating species’ numbers and rates
of extinction, and more generally on conservation biology have been recognised by several major lnterna-
rional Prives {Crafoord, Balzan, Blue Planer). He has been Chiel Scientific Adviser to the UK Government
(1995-2000], President of the Royal Society (2000-2005}, and in 2001 was one of the first appointees to the
UK Upper House by the [ndependent House of Lords Appointments Commission.

Angela McLean is Professor of Mathematical Biology in the Department of Zoology and Director of

the Institure for Emergent Infections of Humans in the James Martin 21st Century School ar the University
of Oxford. Her research interests lie in the use of mathemarical models to aid our understanding of the
evolution and spread of infectious agents,
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