Essentlal Fish Biology provides an introductory overview of the functional taloiagy of fish and
how this may be affected by the widely c:ontraatlhg habitat conditions within the aquatic.
environment, It describes the recent advances in comparative animal phyambogy which have
greatly influencad cur undaratandmg af fieh ﬁ.motm as wall as ganaratlng quaanana that have
yat 1o be resolved.

o _ Fish taxa represent the largest number of vartabrataa mth auar 25 DDD axtanf species.

However, much of our knowledge, apart from taxonomy and habitat descriptions, has

been based on relatively few of them, usually those which live in fresh water and/or are

of commercial interest. Unfortunately there has also been a tendency to baae our arltafpratatlon
of fish phyaalagy ot that of mammalian systems, as well 4s to rely on a few type species of
fish. This accessible textbook redresses the balance by using examples of fish from a wide

range of species and habitats, &mphaalzlng diversity as well as raaagmzang ahafad attr]butaa
with other vertebrates.

Essential Fish Biology is amed at undergraduate and graduate atudanta takfng courses in fish
biclogy, fisherles; and aguacuiture; it will als:r:: be of ralauanca and use 1o & more ganaral
raadaramp interested in fish.
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