“An excellent dfgest of rts sub}ect combmmg as it does the Iong back
catalogue of ornithological research with a p!easmg range of recent G
developments. The work is adm;rable, and will no doubt achi ve its axm j_f- |

of becommg a valuable text for degree [eve! students and ‘esearcherxi_;

' -“Combmmg the threads of b.-o!ogy, eco!ogy behawour an __conservat:on o -
this is an exceptronal onestop shop for anyone who wants to --know' ; ore”-':. Hhaaan
about birds.” - T o e

Essential Ornithology provides the reader with a concise but comprehensive el
introduction to the biology of birds, one of the most widely studied taxonomic 5
groups. The book starts with the controversial question of the dmosaur origins of

birds and their subsequent evolution. Development, anatomy, and physmlogy are

then discussed, followed by chapters devoted to avian reproduction, migration, == =
ecology, and conservation. Sections dealing with aspects of bird/human relationships
and bird conservation give the book an applied context.

Drawing extensively upon the wider scientific literature, this engaging text places

the results of classical studies of avian biology alongside the most recent scientific
breakthroughs. Useful case studies are presented in a concise and engaging style with
the student reader foremost in mind. Key points are highlighted and suggestions for
guided reading and key references are included throughout. :

Essential Ornithology is a ‘must read’ for degree level students following a modular
programme which includes the study of bird biology. However, it will also appeal to a _
broader audience of professional researchers, consultants, and amateur orn;thologlsts o
seeking a scientifically rigorous, but clearly presented overview. ' S
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