*The mathemaries of the stement, "Anyone who believes exponential growth can g on forever in
a fimite world is cither a madman or an econamise” -8 simple and wnoguestioned, Yet it has heen
conveniently ignored, not only by most economises over the lase centary, but many politicians. social
scientisis, and seologisis as well Tn his excelleni S&rindinr the Eurh, Donald Worster makes the
comvineang case that this disconneet berweéen simple mathemarics and the ivory rowers nlomarely
sters fromm the discovery of the wesrérn Hemisphere by Europeans, which essengially dowbled their

S & Evolurton

arTying capacity."—FEFEREY O NEKOLA Trepds fn B

“Worster's is a humane eve; bis new book thoupghoiul instead of heciomng. filled wich protoand
instglite, -G AN LR B O e W helien

*Thinking beyond national politics ey be necessary o addeess the social fractures we are seeing on
every continenr. This is the central message Donald Worster offers in .. Sheinding the Baerh, . .
Underlving the social and polirical tensions of the world. he argues, is concern that the future may

NOE Promise the {_‘;HN'III rrppnrrunhiqﬂi it once did. . . . This is the central irony in Worsrer's amabysis:

an economy based on New World bounty has been expanding while the bounty jrsel
has been shrinking. This contradiciion berween expectation and experience has contribured 1

strange politics all aver the planet, ideclogies that refleer a Fear thar the dream of endless progress

gannot be realized TS HEN HOLL
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“A far-ramgging inrellecmal history of scientihie, eeononic, and ecolngical thought in Europe and the Unired
Srares. emphasizing how lealing voices in hése disciplines either accepted the bniteness of natural resources
oravgied that limirs, i they existed ar all, conld he overcome theongh scence. rechnology: and haman
ingenity: True t6/the rest of Worster's extensive corpus, this history of ideas aboat abundance, scarcity,
and limirs is geonnded firmby in o marerial hiseory of the resources themselves. . . This book is fir more
than & sweeping veview of ideas abou purre and resources. Wiorster argues forceful by and persuasively
thait afrer halt a nuillennduim of abundance originaling from the discovery of the Western Hemisphere, the
world has reached irs *full complement of riches.” Our fomre well-heing will depend on acknowledging and
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responding o neture s limis— FHTLTR GARCNE de

oo Revrin

DONALD WORSTER is Honorary Director of the Center for Ecologicol History at the
University of Remnin of China and Tall Tistingaished Professor of Americin Hisiory Emeriius i
the University of Ransas, He is the author of many hooks, including 4 Pession for Mavre: The Life
n:ll':.n"ru'in Aefeeer (OVLTR, 20080 Deee Bows The Sonshern Plains in the #9300 (TP, MM of Ao Rurr_rz.ll.l.l_;{
Hesee The Lafe of fodn Weslay Povelf COUP, MDY T ealeh of Newnre: Enverommenad Hisrory and the
Eeoloizal Trsgienione (OUP 1995 and Cheder Wesrern Shive: Naners aned History in ohe Amercan Wesr
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