The Dlverse Faces of

Bacillus cereus
'_ Edsted by Vmcenzo Savm:

- The vaerse Faces of BacrHus cereus eluqdates sallent charactenstics of thls microorganism, -
from its environmental and ecologic relevance, to its veterinary involvement and its medical
aspects, the latter mc!ud:ng several and diverse syndromes such as the most common Bacillus
cereu&assoc:ated foodbeme pmsonmg and the Iess frequeﬂt a[rway dlsease m|m1ckmg anthrax :

Bacillus cereus has an. aImost ublqmtary en\f ronmentai dlstrlbuuon and may cause serious,
even fatal, human d|seases as well. The bacterlum, nevertheless, is also used as a b|ocontrol
agent to face mlcroorgan:sm re!ated vege’cable decay due to its natural antlm|crob}al propertles '

Once considered as a mere co]omzer or contammant in fact Bac:Hus cereus is nowadays
acquiring increasing importance both as an agent of infections and as an organism of
biotechnological and agricultural interest. Also, researchers, clinicians, and students alike
will benefit from this clear compendium on the phenotype -based and molecular techniques
and procedures that may be adopted or followad to correctly |dent|fy this :ntngumg multl« :
faceted microorganism. : e o : o -

Key Features

* Presents an upd%te on the current aspects of Bamﬂus cereus and provrdes a concise
compendium on the recent ilterature concernmg this orgamsm :

* Sheds a light on human diseases by Bacillus cereus, with spemal reference to food
poisoning and the anthrax-like lung mfec’non it cause5 e

* Describes the position of Bacillus cereus in the natural envmonment w;th pamcuiar e
reference to its intrinsical antlmicrot:nal actl\nty

. Emphamzes the ro[e Bacdfus cereus may play asa vetennary pathcgen part:cuiarly asan
agent of mastitis K o 2

= Gives an overwew of thiS crgamsms b:etechnologlcal apphcahons as a natural pestlcade_ 2
in agrlcuiture A : b

* Discusses the 1mportance of Bac:Hus thurmgjensis a member of the Bacuh‘us cereus '
group, as a natural :nsect:c:de facmg virus- harbourmg mosquntoes o e
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