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The Role of Body Size in Multispecies Systems

Body size s a key trait of individual organisms and its effects ramily
through to the higher levels of biological oreanisation. This thematic
volume explores its role in multispecies systems (communrities, food
webs and ecosystems), in tenns of how it influences their simiciare
and dynamics. There are several recurring themes addvessed here that
reflect the current state-of -the-art in this fiekd, including a consideration
of individual-based food webs as a means of viewing multispecies
systems from multiple {2.2. 5iz¢-based and taxonomic) perspectives.
Inadditon wohighlighting some of these potential universal properties.
important differchces . among  cerlain . coosystem types are ilso
revealed when they are seen theough the prisin of body size.
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