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The Fungi, Third Edition offers a comprehensive and thoroughly integrated treatment of the
biology of the fungi. This modern synthesis highlights the scientific foundations that continue
to inform mycologists today, as well as recent breakthroughs and the formidable challenges in
current research. The Fungi combines a wide scope with the depth of inquiry and clarity offered
by three leading fungal biologists. The book describes the evolution and astonishing diversity of
the fungi, their genetics and complex life cycles, and intriguing mechanisms of spore release. The
distinctive cell biology of the fungi is linked to their development as well as their metabolism
and physiology. Fungi interact with plants and animals and are major players in global nutrient

cycles. Plants and animals are supported by mutualistic relationships with fungi, damaged by

pathogenic species, and their dead tissues are recycled by saprotrophic fungi.

This book is written for undergraduates and graduate students, and is also useful for professional

biologists interested in specific topics in fungal biology.

Key Features:
* Describes the diversity of the fungi, their life cycles, and mechanisms of spore release

* Highlights the study of fungal genetics and draws upon a wealth of information derived

from molecular biological research

* Explains the cellular and molecular interactions that underlie the key roles of fungi in plant

diversity and productivity
* Elucidates the interactions of fungi with other microbes and animals
~* Highlights fungi in a changing world

* Details the expanding uses of fungi in biotechnology
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