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e Wrzlcmm addmun to a spar&elv covered area of the history of
'H'SEIL"!‘.I.EIL It is the outcome of a course of lectures given at Cambridge
about ten years ago, and although they deal very largely with the
developments of biochemical concepts in the cighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, . the background 15 sketched in by Dr Joseph
Needham in a scholarly and far-ranging introduction. He traces
“the origins of these concepts not only in the writings of the Greek
philosophers, but taking in also the great contributions provided by
the Arabic, Indian and Chinese cultures. Seven of the lectures are h}
eminent biochemists who have covered the early growth and
development of their own fields, including some fascinating and
intricate sketches of some of the carly pioneers of biochemustry.
The eighth, dealing more generally with the fﬂundamons nfnmdern
biochemistry, is by a professional historian of science.’ :
Times Literary Supplement
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SIR MACFARLANE BURNET and D. 0. WHITE

‘The volume, of modest and appropriate size for an 1nm1dua:tc-ry e

textbook, remains one of the clearest and mose stimulating accounts
in print. The aim of the authors, namel}r to treat chsease as essentially

an ecological problem and to deal with the bacteria and viruses that .

cause infectious diseases in the light of their evolutionary adapration
to the respective hosts, prun:u'}r and qemu{hr}‘ is superbly achieved.

The f:p11:::-guL regarding the pﬂss,ihlc effects upon cpidemic discase
of a major nuclear war and of possible microbiological warfare,
atfords a chilling endpicce to a perfectly organized and exemplary

treatse.” Quarrerf}- Rgm?w _qf Biology

Thc book 15 Packf:d ﬁlﬂ w1th information and stimulating 1dcas
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