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Preface to second edition

In the second edition of Vascular Planis of the World,, the global plant catalogue
was updated with 1,302, 916 records, including 818 families, 34, 782 genera
(18,850 accepted genera including 16,176 with data of species distribution ) , and
290,713 - 307,963 accepted species. Meanwhile the distribution data in geographical
areas was also updated ( see appendix table) and the classification and rectification of
later homonyms was appended. '

All the names of plants were sorted by complete specific names and by alphabet,
(In the first edition, names of accepted species, followed by synonyms, were sotted
by alphabet. The generic names were in abbreviation. )

Based on the research of identification of scientific names, geographical distribu-
tion and classification system on cataloging global plants, the third edition of Vascular
Plants of the World, also known as Global Species, will have further revision of the
names, append the description of characteristics, living environments and resource

value of plants,
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