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20th anniversary of the first publication of
. Looking back over the previous 8 editions, the
am‘lmrs are s!ruck by the extensive discoveries and new developments
in the science of microbiology that are reflected in the changing con-
tent and character of this book. This 9th edition is no exception. The
one thing that has remained constant and unchanging over these years
is the outstanding collaboration we enjoy with the editorial and pro-
duction staff at McGraw-Hill Education. This time around, we have
been fortunate to have the able assistance and expertise of develop-
mental editor Mandy Clark, keeping us on track and providing much
needed moral support. We also appreciate the insights and contribu-
tions of brand manager Amy Reed and marketing manager Pairick
Reidy. Our project manager Daryl Bruflodt has been an experienced
and knowledgeable guide through the intricacies of a digital-style re-
vision. We value the capable and diligent efforts of Heidi Smith to
develop and improve the digital assets for the Connect website.

Other valued members of our team who have been instrumental in
developing the text’s visual elements are Carrie Burger, the content li-
censing specialist, Danny Meldung at Photo Affairs, and the designer
Tara McDermoit, who has produced another striking book and cover
design. Some of the unsung heroes of authors are the readers who must
sift through the text with a fine-tooth comb, checking for errors, gram-
matical usage, and consistency in style. This tedious job fell this time to
copy editor Bea Sussman and proofreaders Dawnelle Krouse and Tudy
Gantenbein, After poring over 800 plus pages of text in a few months,
they may feel like they've taken a crash course in microbiology.

We rely on the review process to uncover errors, check content,
clarify points, and get feedback on accuracy, order, depth, organiza-
tion, and readability. All of our reviewers provided helpful and con-
structive sugpestions. We are especially indebted to the thorough and
careful reviewing by Michael Black of California State Polytechnic
Institute, Joe Wolf of Elizabethtown Community and Technical
College, Lahn Bloodworth of Florida State College-Jacksonville,
Jason Gee of East Carolina University, Mark Farinha of Anne Armndel
Community College, Robin Hulbert of California State Polytechnic
Institute, and Michelle Milner, Itawamba Community College. As we
Bawve pointed out in the past, this book has been a meeting ground for
bendreds of contributors over 30 years, whose knowledge and exper-
tise have greatly shaped the end product.

It tzkes about a year and a half to complete a textbook
sevision—a process that involves editing manuscript, writing new text,
illsseration, research, and much more. During this time, the entire
=z s art program are inspected at least six times by the authors
= == members. Even with the keenest eves and spell checks,
some ypos, errors, oversights, and other mistakes may end up on
e prmeed page. If you find any of these or wish to make other
commments. feel free to contact the publisher, sales representative, or
smters (ktalaro@aol.com and bxchess @ Pasadena.edu.)

Wi Bope that you enjoy your explorations in the microbial
wearid sme that this fascinating science will leave a lasting impres-
[ R o

—Kathy Talare and Barry Chess
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