Preface

Treecme are immensely charsmatic, Even the hueimble Hea has grece under the nneroscope. Charsma comes
= appreciating, and recognizing valos. Valae then farms the basis for conservaron, whether fram
_ ic imsrrumental or a deep intrinsic point of view, But valuing is one thing and the deing of conserva-
=em guite another. This book is about the doing af conservation for insects based an the value af insecrs o
te planer and to us.

Tmsects do not ve iniselation, They miteract with the abiotic environment and are major components of
e serrestrial and freshwarer bioric milieus. They are cricial to so many ecosystem processes and are the
s and weft of all rervestrial and freshwarer ecosvsterns that are not permanently frozen. This means that
et commervarion s 4 wo-way process insects as the subjects of conservation; while also they are usetul
s Sor conserving the enviranment in which we all five.

Thers s g huge challenge wich insects, as with many Gther invertebrates, as well as fungi 2ond many plants,
W wolv do not know all the species. We do nor have names for many of them and we certainly are far
S wnderstanding all their conservation needs, save for just a few species, In cffect, this means thar we need
mr comserve what we largely doonot Know, Yet we are now seeing glinipses and pixels thar are goiding us in
s comservanion efforts globally, v effecr, we aften have to take ancall-embracing conservation view of the
mssoame. We can do chis, using conservation hiology principles 1o guide vy in making the right decisions for
e maintenanee now and for ensurcing their furure seevival, as well as their evelutionary potential, This
S meodves Interwenving serategies for conserving particolar insect species o these landscape approaches.

o= research on the conservaton of mseats and other biota has wiven us some bght as w some delimie
wees fomward, Time is shorr, given the biodiversity crisis: Soowe must act quickly, using the most valuable
s ssmemc informarion we have available and within the limizarions of the resources ac our disposal, On
dre = of i, this may at first seem g hopeless task, This means that a hard Jook st realisim s required, We
il mer be able 1o conserve all insects and cerrainly nor all papulations, This forces us o identify and use
- ageems smrateges, These imvolve making firm decisions on which landscape design and management proce-
s sed imsect specics conservation acthions, we sim o engage, These then provide the maximum returns
e peographical locations, notwithstanding the pereasive offecrs of glahal climare change. Yer the pre-
e s cvmammic and so will be the furture, so we are not simply preserving what there is ar che moment, buc

s sermimz zn opportunistic course for the future,

| The bk overviews stratepic ways forward for irsect conservation based on our latest knowledge and
e Im s g bird'seeve view of what has worked and what has not for the mainenance of insect diversicy
s e world as well as whar vaght Bethe vighs approachss for the fusure,

T e s book s mainly aimed ar endergradaates, it s also an overview for entomologists with an incer-
s comservation and For conservationists interested in insects. The book conununicares at theee levels: (i)
w3 e wth extensive references 5o as o link with the primary lterarures (i) by using illustearions and rtheir
S ied cronions T SLTIDAC e e Tex as we wo along and (i by wsing Focused ke poants.

Whele ooy 2 few decades ago insect conservation was o localized exercise for a few with desp curiosity
g ceecem i s now A ceecial element for planerary survival.




