Editors’ preface

The books in this series are designed to encourage readers to undertake their own
studies of natural history. Each one deseribes some relevant techniques, but they have
not enough space to cover the substantial body of more generally applicable ideas and
approaches that underlies the design and analysis of suju field studies. By describing a
selection of these general methods, Studying imuertebrates aims to support those
venturing into ecological fieldwork for the first time. The authors have plenty of
experience in helping beginners to plan, carry out and interpret ecological surveys and
experiments, and we hope this handbook will serve as a weleome enmpanion and
guide, especially for those wha lack confidence in their knowledge of statistical and
other methods,
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