Preface

The present study is primarily aimed at an audience of evolutionary biologists in the
broad sense for Parts 1-3, as well as at scientists from other professional disciplines
looking for new approaches to explore phenomena in nature, However, the content is in
general not written as technical text or filled with equations that make it utterly incom-
prehensible for ‘normal’ people, although they would have to skip strictly professional
biochemical and biological terms that are a constituent part of the evidence in a scien-
tific sense. Therefore, large parts of Part 2 may also be enjoyed by a broader audience
with little prior insight into evolutionary biology or science, when in search of explana-
tions for the phenomena that we see in nature.

Finally, Part 4 — with a view into Parts 1-3 — is meant for systems analysts and
researchers striving to find a general systems theory. Parts 3 and 4 are the only parts
that are not relevant for a general audience.

A Note for the Reader

Extensive use of references in scientific literature is generally perceived as evidence in
favour of an author’s statement when synthesizing findings in the literature on a given
topic. At the same time, when applying citations of such literature one has 1o copy the
text literally including printing errors, references and everything relevant, unless
otherwise explicitly stated. Including such references in cited text often a) creates
confusion because such references are not included in the reference list even if they
appear n the text; and furthermore b) they tend to add an unnecessary cognitive burden
on the reader. Therefore, references with cited text in the present publication have been
replaced by the Italicized text ‘ref’ or ‘refs’, ie. single or plural, depending on the
number of references omitted in a given place.
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