Preface

Ome swalloww does not make @ summer, but one skein of geese,
cleaving the murk of @ March thaw, is vhe spring.

{Leopold 1966)

Wild geese inspire us in many ways: they announce the seasons with their grear flocks and
migrations, they remain faithful to mates and family, and they amuse us with musical calls
and fun antics. Aldo Leopold’s (1966) A Sand County Almanac makes an important poinc:
“Thar’s the question, I think, for our students, for ourselves, for all next generations, What if
there be no goose music?’ We have written this book about the inner workings of a Barnacle
Goose sociery as a source of continued inspiration.

The lives of wild geese are extremely fascinating, not least becanse of the many pmblems
and dilemmas that they encounter daily. Dilemmas are found in all areas of life, for example
in choices regarding food, martes, migration, breeding, parental care, and neighbours in
flocks. Individuals solve dilemmas in a variety of ways, and the collection of responses
leads to the *behaviour’ of a population; accordingly a population may grow or decline in
number and range. This exciting link between individual and population behaviour is an
important theme in the book. Our model species is the Barnacle Goose, which we studied
in two migratory flyways at locations in Britain, Norway (including Svalbard) and Sweden.
The book was written for a broad readership, including those interested in bird biology in
particular or wildlife ecology in general. Perhaps the ‘unanswered questions’ that we pose in
some chapters will encourage others to choose geese and their habitats for study.

The production of an earlier version of this book (Wild Gease Dilemmas, 2007) was
sponsored by the Directorate for Nature Management, Norway, the same agency thac
supported much of the field work in Helgeland through grants to the Wildfowl 8 Wetlands
Trust. JMB acknowledges support from WWT Slimbridge and Caerlaverock; Scortish
Marural Heritage; NINA, Department for Arcric Ecology, Tromse; Large Animal Research
Group, Department of Zoology, University of Cambridge; and Peter Scott Memorial
PSTERIC Fund. JP was supported by the University of Groningen for many years. KL
acknowledges support for the long-term studies in the Baltic from the Swedish Narural
Science Research Council, the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency and Srifrelsen
Olle Engkvist Byggmaistare,

We thank the many ring-readers, g_nnsc—ca.tch:rs, and all mﬂeagues who had an
important share in collecting data. We are grateful for the opportunity ro collabarare with
Dees Callaghan, Sharmila Choudhury, Charlorte Deerenberg, Rudi Drent, Bart Ebbinge,
Pir Forslund, Nils Gullestad, Lars Gustafsson, Martine Hausberger, Maarten Loonen,
Annie Marshall, Carl Mitchell, Malcolm Ogilvie, Kees Qosterbeek, Myrfyn Owen, Paul
Shimmings, Ingunn Tombre, Staffan Ulfstrand, Mennobart van Eerden, Henk van der
Jeugd and Tom van Spanje. The facilities at WWT Caerlaverock to ohserve the geese are
second to none and we thank the staff there for their continued investment. Studies on
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Linan, Norway, would have been impossible without the hospitality of the Johnson family.
We gratefully acknowledge the long-standing, generous support of the Norwegian Polar
Institute (Oslo, later Tromsa) and Governor of Svalbard (Sysselmannen).

For their contribution and encouragement toward the production of the book we are
grateful to Gillian Black, Terje Bo, Kjell Einar Erikstad, Arild Espelien, Rob Fleischer,
Larry Grithn, Mark Hulme, Derek Lee, Fridgof Mehlum, Steve Percival, Eileen Rees, Paul
Shimmings, Joost Tinbergen and Ingunn Tombre. Creating the book in its present form
would have been impossible withour the skills of Dick Visser. Earlier versions of chaprers
were read by a group of reviewers, and we benefited much from the expertise of Emily
Bjerre, Mark Colwell, Géez Eichhorn, Luke George, Ken Griggs, Christiane Hiibner, Ellen
Kalmbach, Kees Kofhjberg, Derek Lee, Anne Mini, Jeff Moore, Jan Allex de Roos, Henk van
der Jeugd and Chris West.

We thank the publishers and societies for reproduction of previously published
material, including Cooper Ornithological Society (Condor), Elsevier (Animal Bebaviour,
Biological Conservation), Oxford University Press (Bebavioral Feology, Parmerships in Birds
{J. M. Black)), MNorsk Polarinsticurt (Skrifrer), Wiley/Blackwell/ Academic Press { Evolution,
Functional Ecolagy, Ibis, Journal of Animal Ecology, Lifetime Reproduction (1. Newton),
Molecular Ecology, Oikos, Ornis Scandinavica). We also thank Mennobart van Eerden (for
Figure 1.1), Joe Blossom and Myrfyn Owen (Figure 1.3), Par Budler (Figure 2.7}, and Addy
de Jongh and John Videler (Figure 8.3).
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