PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book is a modified version of my doctoral thesis, for which [ was awarded
a degree in 2009. [ completed my graduate and postgraduate work in the sci-
entific discipline of botany, and this training in science has helped mewo have a
good scientific knowledge about the environmental issues around us. However, a
concern about society and its problems prompted me to shift to the wider terrain
of sacial sciences for my MPhil smdies. My later engagement in the Social Sci-
ences department at Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, encouraged me to
undertake a deeper enquiry into environmental issues, which culminated in this
interdisciplinary study for my doctoral research. An inquisitiveness that evolved our
of understanding human beings, nature and environment philosophically directed
me to this study,

The in-depth lectures on social science methodology and critical social thearies
that I received at the School of Social Sciences from eminent scholars during my
course work and in subsequent years helped me get a thorough foundation in inter-
disciplinary research. In later vears, my teaching experience in human ecology and
environmental history including guidance of postgraduate and MPhil dissertarions
at the School of Social Sciences helped expand my knowledge field to varied issues
transcending disciplinary boundaries. The doctoral thesis was an attempt to under-
stand the human—environment interacting sphere (the domain of human ecology)
from a multidimensional framework. In this volume, two chapters (one and three)
are added anew to situate the themes historically with clarity. The book covers a
wide range of theoretical approaches that emerged in the latrer half of the twentieth
century and outlines a human ecological framework from a ‘development’ per-
spectve. Thus, the book brings forth a new outlook in understanding and dealing
with environmental issues. Prof, Bernhard Glaeser (president of German Society for
Human Ecology), one of the evaluators of my PhD thesis, pointed out the potential
of the thesis to be a book. | gratefully acknowledge him on this occasion,
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MNow, as the doctoral thesis has evolved into a book, | remember several faces
with gratitude and I take this opportunity to acknowledge them here. My teachers
at the Schoal of Social Sciences need special mention. 1 express my deep gratitude
to my professor and research supervisor as well as mentor, Dr T. K. Ahmed Nizar.
Prof. Nizar always revealed to students through his own life how to be a perfect
teacher, researcher, learner and, above all, a compassionate human being, rather
than acting as a mere adviser. He taught me how to look critically not only at the
research problem bur ar our ewn lives and our own ways of thinking as "humans’,
which prompted me to go bevond the perceptions 1 had about the world and
ourselves, which were founded merely on ‘ego’. This ‘critical eve' guided me in
unfolding the analytical ability of my mental faculty that helped me to produce
this volume.

I remember with much pleasure my acquaintance with Dr P Sanal Maohan, who
was first my teacher and then my colleague and friend later during my teaching
period at the School of Social Sciences. He always remained a high-spirited scholar
who inspired me through these years. | am extremely grateful to him for the great
encouragement and support rendered to me in the preparation of this book at each
stage and for the genuine interest shown in my career. I extend sincere thanks to
my Professor Dr Rajan Gurukkal, with utmost respect, who has shown great inter-
est in my career and who advised me to rewrite my thesis into a book. Dr 5. Raju
introduced me to the field of ‘development’ studies and 1 acknowledge him with
gratitude. [ need to mention the late Dr Muraleedharan, who showed his genius
through mind-blowing classes and rock care of his students with much affection.
I remember with gratitude Ms Radhika, P., for the additional care in his absence.

I extend whole-hearted thanks to my friend Sheeba Vijayakumar for reading this
book with a critical eve and for suggesting stylistic improvements. Above all, she has
remained with me sincerely all through my difficult times. I gratefully acknowledge
and appreciate the warm support rendered by the staff of Mahatma Gandhi Uni-
versity library and the departmental libraries of Social Sciences and Envirormmental
Sciences (special thanks to Mr Gireesh, MsVidhu and Mr Abubacker) and TMAM
library, Manganam, in the second phase of library work during book preparation.

I would like to express deep love towards nmiy dearest ones — Unnimaya, Shalu-
mon and Athulya — whe instilled in me the warmth of life during the most dif-
ficult moments. Big thanks to my close friends Susan Simon, Anish R, Saji, Harsha
Oommen, Poornima, Abeetha, Sr Prabha and Brahmaputhran for their uncondi-
tional support and motivation in this endeavour. [ also remember gladly my friends,
Mancy, Saju Y, Jubin, Elizabeth, Lalcy aunty, Anns, Indu, K and Binu Abraham, who
always encouraged my research effarts. I am indebted to the Director of Pope John
Paul Bhavan, Athirampuzha, Fr Jose Parappillil for providing me accommodation
and facilities during the preparation of the book and to the Warden, 5r Sicily and
Sr Rosy for treating me with mothetly affection. | am obliged to my parents and
other family members for all kinds of support rendered to me through these years,
especially to my late father, who greatly helped improve my writing skills earlier
in my career.



