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Preface

A workshop on Microbiology and Biogeochemistry of Halophilic Microorganisms
was held from June 22 to 26, 1997 in Jerusalem, Israel. The organizing commitiee
consisted of Aharon Oren (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem), Moshe Mevarech
(Tel Aviv University) and Aaron Kaplan (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem).

The meeting brought together close to 70 scientists involved in halophilic micro-
biology. The lectures and posters presented an up-to-date picture of all aspects of
halophile science: taxonomy, ecology, biogeochemistry, biochemistry, physiology,
molecular biology and genetics. Five years had passed since the previous interna-
tional meeting entirely devoted to halophilic microorganisms (the ASM conference
on Biology of Halophilic Bacteria: Research Priorities and Biotechnological Poten-
tial for the 1990s, Williamsburg, VA, USA in 1992), Thus, the Jerusalem workshop
presented a unique oppottunity to obtain an updated overview of our present under-
standing of microbial life at high salt concentrations. This volume is based on lectures
presented at the workshop in Jerusalem, and offers a comprehensive picture of the
state of research on halophilic Archaea, Bacteria, and Eukarya, and the place of
these intriguing micreorganisms in nature.




