Preface

As with the first edition, my main aim for the second edition of Itrmducing Genetics
was to write a concise and easy-to-read introduction to the three key areas of genet-
ics: Mendelian, molecular, and population. T have written for first vear students and
those studying to become biology majors, to give you a thorough grounding in genetics
and prepare you for further study. The big general generics textbooks can be imposing,
especially if you have no prior genetics knowledge, but furroducing Gewetics is written
in a style that will engage, encourage, and inform. If you have previously struggled
with genetics this book could change things for you. It first establishes the principles of
Mendelian inheritance and the narure of chromosomes, before tackling quantitative and
population genetics. The final three chaprers introduce the molecular mechanisms that
underlie genetics, including the rechniques responsible for the current genetic revolu-
tion. As genetics affects all living organisms, | have raken examples from insects, plants,
animals, and humans. The end of each chapter has questions that are carefully designed
to help build your confidence in your developing understanding of genetics. I hope after
reading my book vou will have both the core knowledge and, most importantly, the con-
fidence ro rackle genetics in any context. Good luck with your studies!

Alison Thomas
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