Preface

THIS BOOK was written primarily for readers of two kinds: phi-
losophy students and biologists interested in philosophical issues
surrounding their work, Writing for both these audiences leads
to a fair amount of stage setting on both the philosophical and
biological sides, and I hope this will make the book accessible to
people without either of those backgrounds as well.

References relevant to the main line of argument are in the text
and footnotes. The “Further Reading” sections at the end of each
chapter mostly list works that take different approaches to the is-
sues of that chapter, along with surveys and collections, though T
sometimes repeat a reference to a work that was especially impor-
tant in that chapter.

In writing this book I have benefitted greatly from contribu-
tions made by students in classes at Stanford University, Harvard
University, and the City University of New York. For comments
on an entire earlier draft T am grateful to Marc Ereshefsky, Arnon
Levy, John Matthewson, Thomas Pradeu, Jane Sheldon, Derek
Skillings, Elliott Sober, Kim Sterelny, Michael Weisbergs research
group at the University of Pennsylvania, Kritika Yegnashankaran,
and an anonymous reader for the press. Sterelny once apain had a
significant impact on the transition between near-final and final
versions. For comments that helped me with particular chapters
and issues I am grateful to Guillaume Beaulac, Karen Bennett,
Austin Booth, Herb Gintis, Andreas Keller, Ben Kerr, Enoch
Lambert, David McCandlish, and Adam See. Brett Calcott and
Eliza Jewett-Hall assisted with the figures. Thanks to Rob Tempio
at Princeton for his patience and for his help at several stages.

The boolk is dedicated to the late David Hull, a pioneer in this
field and a continuing inspiration.
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