Preface

In various respects ahthropology has developed along parhs
leading into isolation. It no longer should hesitate o stake clear
claims for 2ll of primarology, now that the comforting old gap
between the marphology of man and ape has pracrically
disappeared with the latest fossil inds and thar comparative
psychology threatens our last and fechle definition of separation
by which a science of man is supposed to begin only with
creatures who can use and make implements.

- ADOLPH H, SCHULTZ (19533, p. 36)

Introductory courses . . . are never introductions, They are
always surveys, [in which] . . . nothing is allowed to be truly
troublesome,

JONATHAN #. SMITH {1990, p. 62

Apes are increasingly part of popular culture in the Westernized world, Ja-
pan and other nations exposed to globalizing mass media, even as they and
their habitats are rapidly vanishing from Earth. Although we have learned
much about apes and ourselves since the millennium of Western exploration
and expansion, many puzzles remain unresolved, and new ones undoubredly
are yet to be encountered, particularly regarding our evolutionary histories
and common versus unique perceptuai, cognitive, and behavioral traits.

Are we, along with bonobos, chimpanzees, gibbons, gorillas, and orang-
urans, apes? If so, is there any merit ro a claim that we are the greatest apes? Are
bonobos, chimpanzees, gibbons, gorillas, and orangutans sufficiently human-
oid ro merit any, many, or fully equal human righes? Are apes so special that
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they deserve privileged status among the organisms on Earch, particularly in
relation to the goals of conservationists and the depredations of hunters,
medical researchers, and other consumers? These are troublesome issues in-
deed, for which it would be hubristic to pretend to have definitive answers
(Turcle 20006a, b).

Nonetheless, questions of human evolution and our place among organ-
isms are excellent challenges to one’s ability to think critically and ro assist
students who wish to learn how to think critically instead of merely being
titillated and told what to think. Accordingly, | hope, via this exploration of
findings and ideas on the evolutionary biology and behavior of apes and hu-
mans, to provide a substantial facrual base on topics for which there are ac-
tual data and to challenge interpretations of them and of other ideas for
which there is little or no tangible evidence. My chief goal is o provoke
thoughr and discussion in classes and among other readers who might want
to explore aspects of the human career and condition and how knowledge of
living apes and other animals might infuse insight into the exercise. [ care
much less to persuade others of my particular views, some of which have not

been mainstream.

The volume is arranged in five parts, with the understanding that instructors
and other readers might use it to inform specific topics. Nonetheless, [ would
hope that, regardless ofspee;ial[}-', readers will inidially turn to Chaprers 1, 2,
and 13. One reviewer reasonably requested that I highlight what | believe 1o
be the major contriburions to primatology over the past fifty years, bur 1
leave this to you, the readers, rsp&claﬂ}' when ¥OU encounter infated claims
of specialists in the several subfields of primate evolutionary biology and hu-
man evolution in particular, and pundits who rely on their narratives.

[ thank the many undergraduates, former graduate students, and staffers wich
whom I have been privileged to interact at the University of Chicago over the
past forty-six years, and Andrew Rodriguez, lan Kalman, Paige Davis, John
Jewell, Kyle Wagner, Evan Scott, Timothy Murphy, Bart Longacre, Joshua
Letzer, Zaid Alawi, Nelson Balbarin, Sandra Hagen, Fione Dukes, and Bran-
don Daniel for help in retrieving references and for technical assistance during
the several decades over which the project gestated. Special thanks are due o
Duane M. Rumbaugh, Karen B. Strier, Constantine Nakassis, Philip Black-
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well, and Ray Jackendoff for helpful expert comments and criticisms on
parts of the manuscript or its entirety. The Anthropology Department’s Li-
chestern Commirtee and Chair Judith Farquhar, along with Christa Mods-
ceidler, Jiaxun Benjamin Wu, and other professional bibliographers and assis-
tants in the Crerar and Regenstein Libraries, also contributed greatly to this
project. The Marion and Adolph Lichtstern Fund, Department of Anthropol-
ogy, the University of Chicago provided much-needed financial assistance.
Photographs of fossils by Russell H. Tuctle are from a research trip to Eurasia
and Africa in 1985 and 1986 funded by a Guggenheim Fellowship. Others are
from research trips to Yerkes Primate Research Center in Orange Park, Flor-
ida, and Adanta, Georgia; Osaka, Japan; and Peruvian Amazonia funded by
the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science, and the Marion and Adolph Lichtstern
Fund.

The project was greatly enhanced by the artistic talents, compurer skills,
diplomacy, and professionalism of Alba Tomasulo y Garcia. Indeed, the
book probably would not exist in its present form wichout her.

Others who have assisted generously with figure and table preparation and
submission of permission requests include Leslie Aicllo, David Alba, Perer
Andrews, Freiderun Ankel-Simons, Emily Beech (British Museum of Natural
History), David Begun, Lee Berger, Laura Watilo Blake, Christophe Boesch,
Louis de Bonis, Michele Borzoni, Tom Bourdon, Jeanne Brewster (Narure
Publishing Group), David Brill, Peter Brown, Michel Brunet, Perry Cartwright,
Anne Ch'ien, David Chivers, Russell Ciochon, Elisabetta Cioppi, Dominique
Cléré, Bonira De Klerke, Eric Delson, Nathaniel Dominy, Perry von Duijn-
hoven, John Fleagle, Elizabeth Garland, Melissa Gatrer, Kristi Gomez, John
Gurch, Michael Guven, Sandra Hagen, Terry Harrison, Adam Hirschberg,
William Hopkins, Alain Houle, Jennifer Jones, Rick Jones, Takayoshi Kano,
Sonia Karzen, Kenji Kawanaka, Bruce Latimer, Mary Leakey, Daniel Lieber-
man, David Liggert, Lu Quingwu, Henry de Lumley, Randy Marasigan,
Robert D. Martin, John Mitani, Salvador Moya-Sol3, Perer Murray, Charles
Musiba, Masato Nakatsukasa. Claudia Nebel, Melody Negron, Shauna Peffer,
Martin Pickford, David Pilbeam, Penny Pivoriunis, Sue Savage-Rumbaugh.,
Jim Schultz, Eric Seiffert, Brigitre Senur, Becky Sigmon, Elwyn Simons, Fred
Smith, Chris 5Stringer, lan Tattersall, Javier Treuba, Caroline E. G. Tutin,
Carel van Schaik, Linda Vigilant. Alan Walker, Tobias Wechsler, Tim White,
Bernard Wooed, Richard Wrangham, and Xu Qinghua. The text was copy-
edited by Vickie West.
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Finally, but foremost, I sing the praises of the wonderful edirorial, contract,
permissions, and art rl-::parrmcnts ar Harvard University Press, and US}‘rﬂ;iﬂll}‘
Michael Fisher, Lauren Esdaile, Stephanie Vyce, Karen Peldez, and Eric
Mulder, for their patient, professional interactions with a person who de-
scribed himself as one with whom he would least like o deal on this massive,
multifacered project. They stuck with me in sickness and in health, a virtue

that sustains some of the best human n:];uiun:;hipﬁ.




