PREFACE

Urban bird ecology is not a new field in ornithal-
ogy. One need look no further than the rich litera-
ture from Europe and such classic works as
Emlen's 1974 Condor article on urban birds in
Tucson, Arizona, to recognize the deep roots of
study of urban birds. However, interest in urban
bird ecology, and urban ecology more generally,
waned after the 1970s, with relatively few studies
appearing until the late 1990s, The turning point
among many of us with interests in urban birds
came about with the 2001 publication of Avian
Ecclogy in an Urbanizing World (Marzluff et al.
2001). In this volume appeared a number of
papers on urban bird distributions, gradient anal-
ysis, and scale, to name a few, that demonstrated
how understudied. important, and ultimately fas-
cinating the world of urban bird ecology was to
science. As many readers of this current volume
can surely attest, the volume now stands as a sem-
inal work in the field less than a decade after its
publication.

In the spring of 2005, several of the authors
from Awian Ecology in an Urbanizing World
attended the Emerging [ssues along Urban/ Rural
Interfaces: Linking Science and Society confer-
ence in Atlanta, Georgia, Over dinner one evening
with Roarke Donnelly, Mark Hostetler, [im Miller,
and ourselves, the question arose as lo what had
been learned since 2001, This dinner conversa-
tion led to the idea for a symposium at the 1V
North American Ornithological Conference to be

held in Veracruz, Mexica, during the fall of 2006
that would highlight five vears of progress in
urban bird ecology. Subsequently, a proposal for
the meeting was put forward and accepted,
entitled “New Directions in Urban Bird Ecology
and Conservation.” What we originally proposed
as a half-day symposium grew into a full day of
21 talks, with more potential talks submitted to
the conference than we had time slots available.
The symposium was heavily attended during the
meeting, and it was evident to us that interest in
urban birds was growing!

Upon seeing the symposium title and talks,
Dir. Carl Marti invited us to develop it into a volume
for the Studies in Avian Biclogy series. Following
the symposium we set out to produce a volume
based not only on the talks, but also invelving
other noted urban bird ecologists. Thus, our goal
was to provide a sequel of sorts to Aviar Ecology in
an Urbanizing World. The volume before you rep-
resents both classic approaches and new ideas in
urban bird ecology and conservation from around
the world. Some authors were recruited with tar-
geted invitations, but we also chose to open the
volume to submissions from any participants in
the 2006 symposzium to provide a mix of both
established urban bird ecologists and investiga-
tors new to the field. We are pleased that the ulti-
mate body of works includes a wide diversity of
topics, locations, and ideas to help move our field
forward,
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We could not have produced this volume with-
out the significant help of many individuals who
served as referees for one or more of the chapters.
Thus, we warmly acknowledge the following indi-
viduals: C. Bang, K. Belinsky, D. Bolger, A. Budden,
P. Clergeau, M. A. Cunningham, D. Curson,
5. DeStefano, R. Donnelly, 5. Droege, C. Flather,
R. A, Fuller, A. Gabela, |. Hepinstall-Cymerman,
W. Hochachka, M. Hostetler, M. Katti, D. King, E.
Laurent, 5. Lerman, |. MacGregor-Fors, P, Marra,
I. M. Marzluff, R. E. McCaffrey, N. McIntyre, M.
McKinney, |. R. Miller, C. Nilon, D. N. Pennington,
C. A, Ribic, A. D. Rodewald, ]. A. Rotenberg, T.
Roth I1, R. Scheller, C. Sekercioglu, E. Shochat, H.
Slabbekoorn, S. Bartos Smith, V. St. Louis, €. M,
Stracey, E. Strauss, and |. Taylor. In addition, we
would like to thank R. Danford for assistance with
formatting manuscripts and C. Marti for his
patience with us over the course of producing this
volume, Unfortunately, Carl passed away before
reviewing the final edits of the volume and its
publication. We hope he would be proud. Taking
over editorial duties for Carl was B. K. Sandercock,

who helped shepherd the volume through a new
publisher and the many changes this entailed. We
would also like to thank each of the volume's
authors for sharing their research and ideas.
Finally, we would both like to extend a personal
thanks to our respective families for their love
and support throughout the creation and editing
of this volume,
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